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principal and hardest part of the battle was fought, and in passing 
over one small plot of cleared land, not comprising more than one 
aeiv, thirteen were killed and forty-seven were wounded. Some of 
those wounded died later, so if in this battlefield covering nearly 
two thousand acres of land and fought on by seven thousand deter- 
mined soldiers, what would the casualty list have been if the land 
had been cleared. According to numbers, it might have been a 
second Lookout Mountain, a Fredericksbur S) 

slaughter. Providence was kind, whilst the Mountain State was 
baptized in blood. Averell then formed the 2nd, 3rd and 8th'W. 
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Va. Mounted Infantry, with a portion of the 14th Pa. Cavalry in 
line of battle, who succeeded in driving the Confederate forces, 
I H of the 22nd Va. Inft. and 19th Va. Cav. and other 

the mountain, near the summit. While further on the 
Confederate line we find a portion of Colonel Averell’s 
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The trip last week was over to 

Clarksburg to rehash a few feeble 
jests before that frieDdly society, the 
Kiwaols Club, and tell them builders 
where to heal in. The invite came 
through the courtesy of Rupert Sin 
seh lie is a kinsman through the 
Warwick line. I am only hoping I 
did not say too much to disgrace the 
family reputation in those parts. . 

The Sinsels are a strong family 
connection in Borbour county. Their 
connection with the Warwick iela- 
tlonship is though the marriage of a 
daughter of Charles Cameron See, 
son of Adam and Mary Warwick See, 
the latter a daughter of Major Jacob 
Warwick, of Pocahontas county. 
Charles Cameron See’s wife was a 
daughter of Dr Squire Bosworth of 

Beverly. ' ■ • 

f I recall my father, the late Dr. 
\ William T. Price, telling intrestingly 
1 of a visit he paid to the Sensei family 
J when be went out with the Tin Cup 
' Campaign to Grafton in 186P to de 
fend the Commonwhalth from inva¬ 
sion from the north.. The Sinsel 
children .said they were glad to see 
coosln, but for the sake of peace and 
harmony not to talk war before Grand 
pa Sinsel, and. not to mention 
the mission which brought him 
U) those parts. He could get by 
all right, as no uniforms had been 
owed to the Virginia soldiers for 
? hh first campaign. 

Morning came after a pleasant so 
:ning and a night of restful 
!,h c In h\\ regulated house 

■■I then as now, the day vv.v. fair 
if t^gon with 
f>!4 patriarch I 
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grardjury return Indictments for mur 
her* against many or our pro mine if 
people. They had been Confederate 
soldiers, and were hailed before a 
civil court to answer for acts of war 

It kind of leaked out that the in¬ 
dictment would be quashed by the 
judge for cash consideration. 1 never 
heard tell of any of the true bills be 
ing taken care of in this easy, quiet, 
crooked way. My recollection is the 
court records will show the indict¬ 
ment aga*nst Captain Jacob W Mar¬ 
shall, of the 19th Vlrgloli Cavalry 
was not thrown out of court until 
sometime in the eighties when Judge 
‘Romer Holt^was .on, the bench. 

An yway the people quietly organlz 
en a lynching bee to aeai summarily 
with the Judge Harrison on his re 
turn to Lewisburg f rom .the .Hunter- 
■ villa COurin In some way the j word 
leaked to the judge and he went 
home by way of Anthony Creek in 
stea d of the usual routfif: the Lewis- 
burg and Marlins Bottom Turnpike 
I have heard the rspe was to be tied 
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Then the judge got in a mess at 
the Lewisburg court; got knocked 
through.a window by the clerk of the 
court; went west and died within 
my own recodectiom In a poor house 
In Colorado. 

*A11 this is just -leading up to say 
that the late Spencer Dayton appear 
d on the scene at a time when* a lot 
f good people were in need of an ad¬ 
vocate. The local attorneys were de * 
barred by reason of the test oath. 
They could not swear they had not 

a ded and abetted the late Southern 
Confederacy. 

Incidentally one of them, Captain 
D* A. Stopher did stand and so swear. 
Having raised a whole company, call 
ad the Pocahontas Rescues, ’ and 
marched them oil In the Tin Cup 
Campaign to IDiIMppt as their cap 
'uin: having collected some live min 
nle balls in hts body during the fol¬ 
lowing four years of war, IheT^oughty 
explain v\<is promptly indicted for I 
swearing. Then he too appar- 
fitly M-.oud In need of an advocate as 
nm li ifs an \ bud v else. 
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big J 1 hl rst oi i . •;its in Lilt 

original QOIj firies of H arrlson coutitv 1 
However, times were such, our peo 
P'f did not do much business so far 
av the records go in their county seat 
» week’s walk away on the West 
Fork of the Mono ngah efa If ever I 
net a peaceful moment in Clarksburg 
J will look up the court records for 
those eight years. 

The Harrison Cpunty Line it sti 11 
a land mark here. ISeginninffTit the 
Ohio River below Parkersburg i; 
crossed Williams River at the Falls 
and Greenbrier River 
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■ I r to an opposed people. J ; 

don’t know of any of the trumped uy 
murder cases coming to trial; certain j 
It there were do convictions; eventu- j 
ally through the years the indict j 
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Rocks above the mouth of Swago arid 
thencfTTo — Ole Top"of ^Alleghany 
where the Greenbrier and Pocahontas 
1 fnefcorners on~ the *Stat6 “TJOaintery 
This survey was made in p85 This 
line dividing Botetourte ar?5 Allegha¬ 
ny, had been projected years before 
It was recognized though never sur 
veyed. The reason I say recognized 
is tb Ewings, Kinnisons and Me 
Neels went to Point Pleasant in 1774 

”* m 

with Botetourte companies, for they 
lived be ow Swago; the Poages, John 
sons, Moores, Warwicks, Camerons, 

. who lived above Swago, went out 
with Augusta companies. 

. About all that can be said about 
our people being a part of Harrison 
- county is that while it was so said on 
the book for eight years they were a 
part of it, in reality they did not. 
Know* Dor do much about it. 

In counties west of us, the bearing 
of the old Harrison county line was 
taken Dy the old surveyors as the 
base line "in running out the land 
grants. . ; 



As fur the indictment against Cap 
tain Stftpher in some w ay appeal was 
taken to the Federal Court at Clarks 
burg, where the case was baffled 
along until the state restored the 
right of franchise to the Confederate 
soldier, and then dropped. 

Tlrrs; sketch! it; “is the tradltioTfor 
Spencer Dsyton, the lawyer from the 
North, in Pocahontas county at a 
time when a lot- of good people sure 
needed the help he so ably and so 
cheerfully rendered them. 
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The Sinsel family is connected 
with the Dayton family. The wife 
of Judge-A-. G.~ Dayton- : was-a Miss 
Sinsel; their son is the Honorable 
Arthur Dayton of Charleston, leading 
lawyer, outstanding Shakesperian 
scholar of his generation, and a recog 
Ized art critic in the field of picture 
painting What I am leading up to 
say is the late Judge Dayton was the 
son of the late Spencer Da yton . He 
veame from Connecticut aloDg about 
(some time In the early fifties or 
ate forties to practice law. This he 
did extensively In a whole block of 
unties which are now In central 
West Virginia. Incidentally when 
his grandson, Arthur, moved from 
Philippi to Charleston some years 
nee, the name of Dayton was remov 
ed from the list of attorneys at the 
bar of Barbour county, where it held 
honorable position for eighty years— 
grandfather, son and grandson 

Kj.i'ocit Dayton 1 h a tradition in 
i v^ n-liontta flmi n t v f and 1 have Jet 
i r,r (,}() fill- !- IT vvlibout finding 

out about ills practice and service 
here In ret*.(trial ruction limes. Of 
tour*' hit- family hat* writ Ion some 

thing about him and his ancestors 

c inc the line over to Old Kngltnd 

running It down to Unnm 
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You know, I never pose as a person 
with a message In Tact, when ii 
comes to men with messages and wo¬ 
men with missions, 1 devoutly ask a 
merciful heaven to deliver us, along 
with sudden death, bone erysipelas 
and poison ivy. However, I did tell 
those West Forkers down in Clarks 
burg that since their hick town was 
now something more than a wide 
place on the old Northwest Pike it, 
was about time they were realizing 
the need of culture, and for heaven’s 
sake to do the right thing by Salem 
College. This fine old school is eke- 
ing out a somewhat precarious exist 
ence. Once it was down the pike 
aways, it is now just exactly far 
enough out in a suburban area. It is 
living up to and beyond its honorable 
traditions by doing a bigger and bet¬ 
ter work than ever before. Woefully 
is it handicapped by cut throat com¬ 
pel! ton from State supported schools 
which cannot be helped—and 
through lack of means to really meet 
the demands for higher education by 
Clarksburg boys, and girls, so many of 

whom cannot go elsewhere—which 
can be helped. ; 

• m -ftAu * . ' ^ *•* i 

It happens to be in name a Baptist 
Collpge—tank or deep water I cannot 
say—bub I do say the West Forker 
who would refuse moral and financial 
support to such a local institution be¬ 
cause it bears not the name of his 
particular persuasion, the lid of the 

pit is popping for his lean old narrow 
soul. ; 

I tried to tell them what the city 
of Richmond had done for the Dni 
versity of Richmond, a so called de 
nomloatlonal college; what Hunting 
ton had done for Marshal! College* 
what Charleston Is llabie to wake up 
and do for Morris Harvey; how Mor 
guntown lias been dead asleep at the 
switch us regards any apparent local 
Interest, which would cost anything 
In 11 ie way of money and effort, for 
the advancement of West Virginia 
University. — 

Oh, 1 tried to throw the gad to 
ill lose hoys of the friendly society, 
who talk ko btg of service. For after 
all Is r.;iU and done, the ordinary Jn 
illtuiioo of higher learning wluuh 
< 1 >1*'nomination, State or endowment 
I'tuposiMtm Is first nmi foremost 

in -.’d IimIunMi Kegmtllejss t) f , u i \ 

Udflfft euoh ituUtuUin nourish or 
Unguiili in relation to il o light or 
'■nmunlly culture, whether brli?hi 
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U.c war between the states, there 

-~onstrucUon judge was a carpetbag 

or Kcw Hamp 

shire by the name of Nat Garrison, 
lie had come into prominence some 
what as attorney for defense in the 
last trial for piracy on the high seas. 
This was in a Federal Court in New 


young lawyer 
his clients of 


York. The brilliant 
won decision to clear 
the charge. 

About fifteen years after the cele¬ 
brated trial, Attorney Nat Harrison 
turns up at Lewlsburg as the Circuit 
taH|| for the Greenbrier Valley 

he was 
One item in 




The space is all used up and nns Q 

><**' tSSKrTSo* 

traorchnary for the Clarksburg Evdo 

S liS !f Wade ' a Marl in ton boy 
maKing good with the West 

who was so nice to me; 



Judge 
counties. To say the 


nn; 

- how I missed 

seeing Forrest McNeill by a day, like 


least. 


| an unlovely character. _ 

/many counts our people hold against 
/Judge Harrison was his having the me. 

V. . . 


has happened every time so often the 
past forty years; how Paul McNeill 
another Pocahontas product, treated 
me so kindly. 

'"“I-” 9 - *• - ! - * 

I did the best I knew how to please. 
I started out In a lady like glow: soon 
I perspired Id a gentlemanly way7 
and wound up sweating like a horse 
I am not going back unless they ask 
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(Confederate Soldiers from Pocahontas County.) 
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